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Having a dead period before finals is one step closer
to becoming a campus policy
after last night’s faculty senate
meeting.
One point of the dead period policy asks instructors
to not give tests that make
up more than 10 percent of
a student’s final grade on the
Wednesday through Friday
the week before final exams.
The vote passed 22 to 12, and
the policy will move into the
council of academic administrators.
“Trying to take four to five
exams in five days is essentially
placing an incredible burden
on students,” Robert Albritton, president of the faculty
senate, said. “Thinking back
to my undergrad days in the
dark ages, we had two weeks
of exams. It blows my mind
to think that they do it in one
week.”
Senate
member
Jason
Solinger said one of the cynical
concerns brought up during
English department debates
was that this is just giving students an excuse to party.
Senate member Les Field
said that the policy would be
stronger if it were accompanied by a study that showcased
that a dead period would increase student achievement on
the final exams.
Associated Student Body
president Virginia Burke, who
was on the committee that
drafted this policy, said she
did not think this would be a
concern.
“I think the majority of the
students will use this for the
purpose it is designed for,”
Burke said. “I think it will be
a great thing for the student
body as a whole.”
One amendment, which
was voted down with only
four votes in its favor, would
have changed the language to
demand that instructors not
give big tests on the three days
before exams.
ASB director of academic
affairs Cortez Moss said he
would have been in favor of
this change, but did not anticSee DEAD PERIOD, PAGE 5
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Prices on the rise as student population rise
pushes students off campus, into apartments
The Daily Mississippian

Campus News Editor

. 99

D A I L Y

Celebrating Our Hundredth Year | The Student Newspaper

FACULTY SENATE
VOTES IN FAVOR
OF DEAD PERIOD
POLICY

o

Gasoline is not the only rising cost in Oxford.
Students have begun to see
an increase in monthly rent
rates for apartments for the
2011-2012 school year.
According to data from the
Department of Institutional
Research’s website, 12,851 undergraduate students were in
enrolled at the Oxford campus
during the 2010-2011 school
year. Of those, 4,241 were
freshmen, and 2,163 of them
were female.
University of Mississippi
campus housing has bed spaces
for 4,386 students. This number does not include the bed
spaces found in sorority and
fraternity houses, however. A
limited number is reserved for
older students, with the focus
being on freshmen living on
campus.
While rising sophomore
sorority members have traditionally lived in Crosby Hall,
this will not be the case next
year. Except for those that will
live in their sorority houses,
sorority members will have to
move off campus to continue
to live with their sisters next
year. Many sororities have reserved blocks of units in apartment complexes in the year to
come.
There will also be an increase in students living off
campus as the University has
limited most upperclassmen
to Campus Walk, Northgate
and half of the Residential
College. Because of this year’s
large freshman class and this
requirement, the number of
upcoming sophomores living
off campus is also projected to
increase.
Jena Payton, assistant property manager for The Connection, formerly The Exchange,
said the complex has 816 bed
spaces in its 13 buildings. Payton said they were at full capacity this year and will likely
be completely full by the upcoming school year.
“There have been increases
in prices,” Payton said. “Prices
last year compared to this year
were significantly lower.”
Prices at The Connection
currently range from $440 per
resident per month in a fourbedroom apartment to $809

for a single-bedroom apartment.
Payton also said that the
individual property does not
control the prices. She said
corporate offices e-mail or call
the property to set the apartment rates, and that the managers put them in place.
“I’m sure, as with any product, there’s supply and demand,” Payton said about
the number of upperclassmen
moving off campus.
Campus Creek is another
apartment complex that has
raised prices considerably
from last year. Its 2010-2011
apartment prices have gone up
almost $100.
The complex’s website currently projects the price per
bed space in a four-bedroom
apartment as starting at $419
per resident. The starting price
for each bedroom is $429 per
person in a 3-bedroom apartment.
Some students who have
started to secure their leases,
however, have noticed increases between when they toured
the apartment complex and
when they went back to sign
a lease.
“Like most places, their rates
for next year have increased a
good bit,” said Tracey Sisco,
a junior engineering major,
said of Campus Creek Apartments. “We decided not to
live there because they told us
the monthly rate without telling us it was increasing $10
every day.”
Campus Creek is currently
filled to capacity for next year
and has a waiting list of over
100 people.
Lafayette Place, on Anderson
Road, currently offers apartments for $799 for one person
and $575 a month per person
in a two-bedroom apartment.
According to Meredith White,
assistant manager, this is not
a substantial difference from
last year. The complex’s onebedroom apartments for the
2010-2011 school year were
$780; the two bedroom apartments were $570 a person.
Brad Golmon, an attorney
at Holcomb Dunbar Attorneys, said that as of yet, the
increasing apartment prices
are “nothing directly illegal.”
Golmon said, it would be ilSee APARTMENT, PAGE 5
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UNIVERSITY MUSEUM

THE CIVIL RIGHTS
STRUGGLE: AFRICANAMERICAN GIS IN
GERMANY
Museum exhibit featuring the Civil
Rights Struggle: African-American
G.I.’s in Germany.
This event is sponsored by: The
Croft Institute, The Department
of African-American Studies at
The University of Mississippi,
and The University of Mississippi
Museum
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When cruelty goes too far
BY ADAM
GANUCHEAU
Columnist

T H E

Adolf Hitler once said, “I do
not see why man should not be
as cruel as nature.” This should
come as no surprise to any elementary school educated person, considering the fact that
he was the leader of one of the
largest known genocides to ever
take place.
Many leaders throughout
history have followed the idea
Hitler produced in this quote.
However, this past week, I became exposed to possibly one
of the cruelest things any human could do.
Terrie A. Robinson of Greenville was arrested on March 2,
after police found the body of
her 3-year-old son in an oven.
Naturally, my reaction, along
with everyone I have talked to
about this horrible occurrence,
was sheer disbelief. How could
a mother put her own son in a
hot oven to die?
How could anyone do something so torturous to an innocent child that cannot help

himself? How can anyone be so
inhumane?
These questions, along with
many more, continue to baffle
me.
Curious as to what the general public thought about this
case, I did some online research.
One opinion that I read on the
comment of the news story was
something like, “There is no
punishment too small for this
woman to endure. They should
sentence her to death by putting her into an oven and let
her fry.”
Another comment read something like, “Neither the death
penalty nor the life sentence
could possibly make up for
what this woman has done.”
These two comments shed
appropriate light on the seriousness of this situation. How
would you like to be on that
jury?
I, for one, know that I would
not be able to sit in the same
room as this woman without

throwing a tantrum.
There is a great movement
by legislators and lobbyists to
abolish the death penalty. Fifteen states and the District of
Columbia have abolished the
death penalty, and more still
are looking to do the same.
This case in Greenville is
definitely enough to show that
the death penalty is absolutely
necessary.
Robinson is a heartless animal who would be a danger to
society even in prison. A life
sentence in prison is not even
close to what she deserves. Hell,
neither is the death penalty, but
that is the closest thing we can
do to make what she did right.
Such an unfortunate event
happened, thankfully, in a state
that still has the death penalty
in place. There was a similar case in Michigan in 2009.
Reyna Valentino placed her
children in an oven on more
than one occasion and injured
them with crowbars and screw-
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account executives

drivers.
Though the children were
not killed, she went on trial
for abuse and torture charges.
In the end she was found not
guilty and deemed mentally
unstable.
She was sentenced to a mental
institution for an undisclosed
amount of time. Had she been
found guilty, she likely would
have been sentenced to life in
prison because Michigan does
not have a death penalty.
Any judge with integrity and
morals will make sure that Robinson is sentenced to death.
In a perfect world, the case
would get moved to a state that
allows electrocution since Mississippi only has lethal injection.
Nevertheless, this woman
deserves to die in the bounds of
justice. After all, she followed
the standards of Hitler.
If I were the judge, I would
give her what she deserves:
death.

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
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published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification
and major. All submissions must be turned in at least
three days in advance of date of desired publication.
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Eliza Listens
Each week, advice columnist Eliza answers your questions about college life: classes, relationships and anything else you can think of.
Have a question of your own? Submit it to elizalistens@gmail.com.
Dear Eliza,
Last year, my boyfriend and
I broke up because I found
him cheating on me at the restaurant he was working at. We
talked over the summer and
worked things out, but I’m still
paranoid sometimes that he
will cheat on me again. When

I ask, he looks at me like I am
crazy and gets defensive.
I am so happy with him, and
I want to make us work as a
couple badly enough that I’m
afraid to say anything further.
What should I do? I don’t
think I can go through this
again.
I want to be able to trust him

and move past this, but how
can I?
Anonymous
Dear Anonymous,
You have every right to be
apprehensive about your boyfriend and his past mistakes.
If he can’t understand that
there are still trust issues that

40 or 50 years ago, and as
Thoman stated, we must thank
those “radical” feminists for
the growing equality women
now share with men. I believe
most women my age take for
granted the privileges we now
have; we don’t take the time
to appreciate the women who
came before us, who allowed
us to be enrolled in this university.
Furthermore, as I look at
some of the proposed antiwomen legislation in Congress
today, such as elimination of
Planned Parenthood and an
increasing number of abortion

He needs to know you are
serious and that what he did
affected you and isn’t something that can just go away
overnight.
I hope this helps!
xoxo,
Eliza

Rebel
radio

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the editor,
I wanted to write a brief
response in support of Lexi
Thoman’s “Feminist: The
Real Definition” editorial that
was published in the DM on
March 8. I couldn’t agree more
with her accurate portrayal of
how the word feminist, which
simply means a person who is
pro-equality for women, has
become such a negative word
in today’s society. I find this
disheartening, especially when
there is still a divide in equality
between sexes.
This divide is most certainly
not as apparent as it was even

he needs to work on with you,
then why put yourself through
that again?
I recommend you sit down
together so you can explain to
him how you feel about the
situation.
Don’t try to forget what happened — you need to address
the issue and work through it.

bills, I worry that we may be
backtracking in the fight for
equality of all people. Women
and men, I urge you to stay informed about what is occurring
during these next few weeks in
Congress concerning the drastic budget cuts that are being
proposed in the House and
Senate. Be proud to say you’re
a feminist. As I tell people,
if you’re for equal rights for
women and men, then you’re a
feminist. It’s just that simple!
Sincerely,
Mariel Parman
Junior psychology major

Da Vi Nails
- a Professional Nail salon -

Now Open sundays!
12pm - 6pm

662-236-6279

Mon. - Sat. 9-7
Walk-in or Appointments

Inside Wal-Mart
Supercenter

Manicure/Pedicure: $40
Full-set: $25
UV Nail
Solar Nail

The Rhodes Scholarship
What sets it apart?
and
Should you apply?

Today at 4:00 p.m.
Room 311
Honors College
For information or for assistance related to
a disability, contact onsa@olemiss.edu

Office of National Scholarship Advisement
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W
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RTHURSDAY

medium

SmALL

1-topping

On Line Code
meD1tOp

4

$

99

minimum delivery $7.99
deep dish extra
not valid with other offers

10” piZZA
MINIMUM OF 3 FOR DELIVERY
On Line Code
ReBeL

3

$

99

minimum delivery $7.99
not valid with other offers

the

“BIG DEAL”
Friday

LARge

1-topping

4

$

99

minimum delivery $7.99

662-236-3030

Dominos.com
1603 w. jackson ave.

Don’t forget to sign up for the
Intramural March Madness
Bracket Challenge
Go to www.imleagues.com/
schools/OleMiss to register
by TOMORROW.
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Isom panel speaks on International Women’s Day
BY AMBER HELSEL
The Daily Mississippian

Women from various parts
of the world spoke at the Isom
Center’s Brown Bag ‘International Women’s Day Panel’ on
Monday afternoon.
Each of the women spoke
about the role of women in the
societies of their countries and
the way their countries celebrate
International Women’s Day.
Tamar Karakozova, a Ph.D.
candidate in English, is from
the country of Georgia. Georgia is located between Eastern
Europe and Western Asia.
It is bordered in the north
by Russia and in the southwest
by Turkey. Georgia was one of
the 15 republics of the former
Soviet Union. In the 1990s, it
became independent from Soviet rule.
“The holiday itself, International Women’s Day, was a part
of the socialist movement, and
it was based on honoring working women who were equals to
men,” Karakozova said.
“In the 1990s, International
Women’s Day was eliminated
from state holidays.
“However, it is still celebrated. Georgians are people who
like celebrating everything. The
holiday can last for as long as
it can.”
Due to the consecutive holidays, Mother’s Day, which happens on March 3 in Georgia,
and International Women’s
Day, which happens on March
8, women are celebrated the entire first week of March.
Ana Kuzmanovi Jovanovi, assistant professor in the department of Iberian studies at the
University of Belgrade in Ser-

bia, is a visiting scholar at the
University of Mississippi.
In Serbia, located in the Balkan Peninsula, women represent 55 percent of the population. However, Jovanovi said
there are few women in Serbian
government.
In all 24 ministries, they only
have four women holding offices, Jovanovi said.
“We are still living in a very
traditional and patriarchal society where women are seen as
weaker or gentler, or a more
beautiful sex,” she said.
“I’m not sure that they have
equal rights. We still have to

AMBER HELSEL | The Daily Mississippian

fight for equal opportunities
because they are still not really
equal.”
Also on the panel was Hunain Alkhateb, a Ph.D. student
in engineering from Jordan, a
Middle Eastern country roughly the size of Mississippi that is
located west of Iraq.
Jordan does not celebrate
Women’s History Month,
which takes place in March.
However, Alkhateb notes that
women have superior rights in
Jordan.
“When we start talking about

women in history, basically because we are an Islamic country,
all of the rights that came for
women were liberated from Islam,” Alkhateb said.
Alkhateb said women were
not treated very well before Islam.
“They always thought that
the woman is less than she is,”
Alkhateb said.
“She does not have any rights
or anything, but when Islam
came it prized and elevated a
woman’s role.
“She became an equal and

sometimes women have more
rights than the men.”
Alkhateb said that in marriage, the woman has an equal
right to write the marriage contract.
The bride will also receive
gifts such as jewelry, which she
keeps in the case of a divorce.
“We don’t have a special celebration for women,” Alkhateb
said.
“Every day is a celebration.
Every day is a mother’s day. Every day is a sister’s day. Every
day is a grandmother’s day.”

Take a Break,

Win a Kindle
Take the 5 minute Library
survey for your chance to win.
Hurry, survey ends this Friday!

http://tinyurl.com/umsurvey
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Cultural program on Gee’s Bend
set for Thursday evening
BY KAITIE HARRISON
The Daily Mississippian

Thacker Mountain Radio
and the University of Mississippi Museum will work together to provide a night that
will showcase both art and literature.
Thacker Mountain Radio
will provide Oxonians with
a glimpse into the world of
Gee’s Bend, Ala., on March
10 at the Lyric Oxford.
“This event joins the University Museum and Thacker
Mountain Radio, two cultural
institutions in Oxford that
affect our community,” said
Ashley Chaffin, University
Museum program coordinator.
“By joining with them, we
combined our resources to
create an exciting show.”
The guests for Thacker
Mountain Radio will be the
Gee’s Bend Singers, Andre
Dubus and John Francis, and
authors Matt and William Arnett.
The Arnetts have collected

and preserved African-American visual art since the mid1980s and have made it their
mission to bring exposure to
these artists.
Thacker Mountain Radio
will begin promptly at 6 p.m.
at the Lyric.
Immediately
following
Thacker Mountain Radio, the
Lyric and the University Museum will present a screening
of “The Quiltmakers of Gee’s
Bend.”
This documentary, created
by Alabama Public Television,
celebrates the artistry of the
Gee’s Bend quilters.
“The film we will show after
will give the history of quilting
in Gee’s Bend and the Arnett’s
passion to share their talent
with the rest of the world,”
Chaffin said.
There will be a questionand-answer session with the
Arnetts and the singers of
Gee’s Bend to wrap up the
night.
Currently on display at the
University Museum is an exhibit of the quilts made by

women in Gee’s Bend.
“The community has responded very well to A Survey
of Gee’s Bend Quilts,” Chaffin
said. “We have had several Ole
Miss and Oxford area schools
come tour the exhibit.
“We recently had a Family
Activity Day that included a
tour and a quilting craft based
on the quilts of Gee’s Bend
and we had a great turnout.”
Chaffin is looking forward
to working with this cultural
institution in the future and is
looking forward to the show.
“This event will hopefully
be the first of many future
collaborations with Thacker
Mountain Radio,” Chaffin
said.
“Thacker is a fixture in Mississippi and we are so grateful
for the opportunity to make
this night happen. The history of Gee’s Bend is remarkable
and something you definitely
will not want to miss.”
A
representative
from
Thacker Mountain Radio
could not be reached for comment.

DEAD PERIOD,

Ole Miss alum, No. 1 New
York Times Bestseller Greg
Iles injured in car accident

CONTRIBUTED

BY CAIN MADDEN
Campus News Editor

Following a car accident in
his hometown of Natchez, author Greg Iles was airlifted to
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center Monday night
where he is reportedly in critical
condition.
Iles, 50, who graduated from
the University of Mississippi in
1983, went into surgery with
internal bleeding in his aorta,
and UMMC doctors were able
to stabilize him, Adams County
Sheriff Chuck Mayfield said.
Iles went in for another surgery on his leg Tuesday afternoon, Mayfield said.
“His right foot was pretty
much shattered,” Mayfield said.
“They also found a fracture
in his pelvis and some broken

ribs.”
Iles was turning his Audi sedan onto U.S. 61 South, when
a white Ford truck driven by
19-year-old Brook Moore ran
into the driver’s side of Iles’ car,
Mayfield said.
“Audi sedans are tough cars,”
Mayfield said.
“It had side airbags which
ejected due to the force, and I’m
sure that helped save his life.”
Mayfield said that based on
reports from UMMC doctors,
he felt like Iles would recover.
“I don’t think anything was
life threatening, now that they
have his aorta repaired,” Mayfield said.
“I think he will just need a
period of recuperation.”
Moore was also transported
by ambulance to UMMC, and
Mayfield said she had a collapsed lung, broken ribs and a
broken ankle.
Iles is a No. 1 New York
Times bestselling author, and
his most recent work is “The
Devil’s Punchbowl.”
Iles has written other books
including “The Quiet Game”
and “Turning Angel.”

APARTMENT,

continued from page 1

ipate it would pass. Burke said
it is a good beginning to have
something regarding the dead
period moving forward, and
that it can always be updated in
the future.
Moss said he was happy to see
the policy pass through faculty
senate.
“It has a long way to go before it is made university policy,” Moss said. “But I think
having the faculty senate stamp
of approval will go a long way
toward pushing it through.”
If the proposal makes it
through the council of academic administrators, it will go
to the desk of Chancellor Dan
Jones and he could sign it off as
university policy.
Another concern brought up
by the faculty was point number five in the proposal, which
asks professors to make every
effort to grade and return all
assignments to students before
the last day of the week preceding examinations.
Public policy leadership professor and senate member Melissa Bass said the language of
point number five has built-in
exceptions.
“In some instances, like the
department of education’s field
projects, we recognize that this
may not be possible,” Bass said.
“But there are professors who
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continued from page 1
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get assignments before Thanksgiving and students never get
anything back.”
In other news, the faculty
senate approved an attendance
policy 18-16, which will continue to the academic council.
The policy primarily aims
to make it easier on studentathletes to make up work they
miss due to sanctioned university events, such as attending
games.
The policy would also include
university sanctioned absences
by theater students, ROTC students and students attending
field trips.
Moss said this would be a
solid policy because some student-athletes have to choose
between their majors and playing sports.
“Athletes should not have to
change their chosen major to
continue playing sports,” Moss
said. “I think we need this
change.”

Cortez Moss talks to the Faculty Senate about the reasons that students
deserve to have a dead period before
exams. The Faculty Senate voted in
favor of having a dead period 22-12
in a meeting Tuesday evening.

SENIOR
HONORS THESIS
PRESENTATION

Christin Gates

“Examining Academic Trends

of African-American Students
Post No Child Left Behind:
Descriptions of Accountability
and College Access in a Selected
K-16 Educational Pipeline”
Wednesday, March 9th
2:00 p.m
Guyton 113
The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

are “nothing directly illegal.”
Golmon said, it would be
illegal if there was proof of
either price fixing or price
gouging.
With price fixing, several
apartment complexes offering different sized apartments
and amenities would have the
same price, no matter the dif-

ferences.
Price gouging, while sometimes harder to find, means
that prices are inflated above
what is seen as fair.
This usually pertains to
things necessary to survive,
such as food and water, but
can include gasoline, as in
cases like when Hurricane Katrina hit.
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Local ATF Branch Warns of Gun Trafficking Scam
BY LANCE INGRAM
City News Editor

The local agency for the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) has begun
to warn University of Mississippi
students and Lafayette County
residents about a gun trafficking
scam.
Lisa Green, ATF Oxford field
branch agent-in-charge, said that
the scam involves someone who
is involved in criminal activity or
prohibited from purchasing a gun
who will pay a family member
or friend to purchase the gun for
them.
“College students get caught
up in this scheme like anyone else
does,” she said. “If an individual
knows someone from somewhere
else, for example, in another state,
the criminal element will take advantage of this circumstance.”
Green said the trafficker will give
someone a few thousand dollars
and instruct them which firearms
to buy and bring back to the purchaser. For these criminal acts, the
trafficker may give them a couple
hundred dollars.
“The firearms then are taken
elsewhere and distributed to other
criminals to be used in criminal
acts,” she said. “To start with, the
act of purchasing a firearm for
someone else is already a criminal
act.”
The problem of firearm trafficking is not isolated to just Mississippi, or to colleges, it happens ev-

erywhere and it happens in cycles,
Green said.
“Periodically we’ll encounter
trafficking cases from college campuses, then two months from now
we’ll get them from near military
bases and then six months from
now, let’s say during summer, we’ll
see the scheme being done from
areas of seasonal employment. It
goes on and on,” Green said.
Gun trafficking occurs all over
the United States and the world,
making it an international problem, Green said.
She said that in most cases, the
criminals believe that because the
purchase is made thousands of
miles away, the authorities are less
likely to track the illegal firearm
back to them. They often continue
their scheme of obtaining firearms
through the person, or individuals
in that other location, until an outside force disrupts it.
Most often people who are behind these schemes are prohibited
possessors such as convicted felons,
someone dishonorably discharged
from the military or a person in the
country illegally, she said. Or, if not
prohibited, they want to use these
trafficked firearms themselves for
criminal activities or provide these
firearms to others for some form of
criminal activity.
The scam is often targeted toward people who are strapped for
cash, Green said.
“One reason why college students are targeted is that college

HOUSTON COFIELD | The Daily Mississippian

students are strapped for cash,” she
said. “Unless your parents are bathing you in money, you’re always
going to need some money for
something. College is not cheap,
nor are living expenses.”
The purchaser can be charged as
a conspirator and be held responsible for the crimes committed with
the firearms. These crimes could
range from armed robbery to murder — all for a few dollars.
Green said that in her experience, the people who become involved in this, the purchasers, do
not make a lot of money; in fact
sometimes they make as little as

$25.
“For this small amount of cash,
they run the risk of getting caught
and charged with a federal felony,”
Green said. “Their whole life will
be turned upside down. A felony
conviction can ruin your life, you
can’t get security clearances, hold
office, vote and there are many
other consequences.”
Unlike most state offenses, federal convictions are not pardonable
except by the President, which is
extremely rare.
“Don’t throw your life away for
a few dollars by becoming involved
in criminal activities,” Green said.

“Also, realize firearms are items
which last a long time and, when
in the hands of criminals, can do
a lot of damage, possibly even kill
someone. You could be held partly
responsible, as a co-conspirator, for
any and/or all crimes committed
with a firearm you knowingly purchase for someone else.”
Green said that if a student is approached or knows someone who
has been approached to conduct
this criminal activity, she asks they
call her branch at 1-800-ATFGUNS (1-800-283-4867) or notify the campus police and report
the incident.

OXFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PAY $60K TO FAMILY OF SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD
BY MARIDANE HEWES
The Daily Mississippian

The Oxford School District will
appeal to federal courts in regard to

a recent decision made by the Mississippi Department of Education.
The decision requires the school
district to pay $60,000 to a family

with a special-needs child, who had
to be sent to an out-of-state school
in order to get the education the
child needed.
“The Oxford School District was
unable to provide the necessary assistance to this family,” said Ronald
Lewis, the family’s lawyer.
The child’s parents brought this
up in a hearing held on February

24, where the Mississippi Department of Education favored them in
the decision, reimbursing the family.
“Our special-education programs
provides services for children that
are eligible under IDEA”, Kimberly
Stasny, OSD Superintendent, said.
The school board is appealing to
the federal court with the argument

haircuts • foil highlighting • color
BRAZILIAN BLOWOUTS
waxing • pedicures • manicures

that the school did not recognize
the child’s needs.
According to the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
each child with special needs is
guaranteed the right to “free appropriate public education in the least
restrictive environment.”
The law requires that children
who fall into this act have an appropriate evaluation and meet certain
requirements, which define what
constitutes having a disability.
Under IDEA, school districts are
legally required to “identify, locate
and evaluate children with disabilities.”
After completing this process, the
district may supply the child with
programs and services to cater to his
or her needs.
Schools that do not provide services are called to reimburse the
families for educational costs. Students who go directly to private
schools instead of attending public
institutions can be reimbursed as
well.
The parents say they hope to
bring their child back to the Oxford
School District someday, Lewis
said. Lewis and Stasny are limited
on what they can share due to litigation and privacy issues.
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Ole Miss alumnus to host art exhibit in Memphis
BY ASHLEY LOCKE
The Daily Mississippian

Ford Smith paints in his studio “Twilight Sentry.”

COURTESY OF FORD SMITH

tion.
“During the 1980s, Smith
established his reputation as
Atlanta’s premier fashion and
commercial photographer,” Pat
Brown, business manager of T
Clifton Art in Memphis, said.
However, Smith’s bout with
cartoons had not yet ended.
“I tried drawing political
cartoons in Florida during the
90’s,” Smith said. “It’s what I
did for the DM, and it’s what
I thought I wanted to do for a
long time.”
But political cartooning
turned out to be a lot of work.
In 200, at age 50, Ford took
a leap of faith and began fulltime painting.
“I always did cartooning and
painting at the same time,”
Smith said. “I think if most
people could choose between
the two, they would choose
painting. Painting seemed to
be a better fit for me.”
Smith closed his photography
studio and opened a painting
studio. Still located in Atlanta,
Smith quickly became just as
well known for his paintings as
he had been for his photogra-

From small-time cartoonist
to big-time artist, Ford Smith
is one more alumnus of which
the University of Mississippi
can be proud.
Smith attended Ole Miss as a
math major in 1968 and almost
immediately began working for
the Daily Mississippian.
“I worked for the DM all of
the years that I was in college,”
Smith said. “I needed the money. I was a poor college kid.”
Smith started by writing for
the paper, and he began drawing cartoons in 1971, continuing the job in 1972. He drew
cartoons for his high school
paper, so the switch from writing to drawing was natural for
him.
After a while, Smith decided
that math was not the route he
wanted to take, and he ended
up graduating from the University with a bachelor’s of fine
arts degree in art.
Soon after graduation, Ford
moved to Atlanta and discovered a hidden talent for photography. He opened a studio
and started gaining recogni- See CARTOONIST, PAGE 8
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High Fashion for a Trashy Weekend
BY MARY B. SELLERS
The Daily Mississippian

Unfortunately, due to the rain
on Saturday, I swapped my hillbilly
clothes for pajamas.
Although rain and short shorts
do not mix well for me, a plethora
of dedicated peoples braved the
spring showers.
Their commitment to the first
Greek spring party of the year struck
me as both crazy and admirable.
Around 2 p.m., I ventured downstairs to find a host of decked-out
girls, complete with muddied knees
and elbows, shivering and anticipating the next elevator ride.
Amidst this group, I saw some
hits, as well as a few unforgivable
misses. Though spring parties have
pretty lenient reputations, there are
guidelines that one must uphold,
rain or shine.
Dignity is key in this.
Being a “redneck” for the day
does not mean that we should swap

common sense for callousness when
it comes to fashion.
There is a point where the ridiculous turns into something worse —
something that hurts everyone’s eyes
and that would make any mother
blush beet red.
I am not asking for taste, because
there is no way to go about dressing
tastefully and still stay “in character.”
I appreciate and understand that
this is an outlet for people who
just want to kick back, throw on
that Budweiser shirt and head to a
muddy field for some good ol’ Mississippi rompin’.
However, I still hold everyone to
some sort of a standard for the sake
of decency.
I will accept jorts for only these
types of occasions.
I get it.
It is funny to people, especially
guys around the ages of 19 - 22,
when their best friend looks like a
male stripper at a hoedown-themed

Bachelorette party.
I am sure I have giggled once or
twice, and I am pretty positive it is a
wonderful conversation starter.
But, when the pants become
more or less badly ripped boxers
bordering on the obscene, it is time
to take a step back and really look at
the situation.
Girls, for some girlish country
charm, exposing the entirety of the
body is not necessary.
Remember what I said? Less
is more, but in this case, more is
more.
I am all for some cut up plaid.
Pigtails are a good idea as well.
Channel a toned-down version of
Daisy Duke.
Let’s just keep ourselves decently
clad for the sake of Facebook and
the future employers that are on it.
Like I mentioned before, there
were some really great costumes
too. I am not hating on the general public. I am only expressing my
concern for a few wandering souls
out there.
If the weather decides to be dif-

ficult again, I would suggest rain
boots instead of the $300 Frye
cowboy boots that will never be the
same.
Keep the clothing items to a minimum, expense-wise.
Exorbitant purchases will be regretted later in the day.
A straw hat instead of an umbrella would also be a good idea.
Get creative and do not be afraid
to get your hands dirty in the process.
Also, do not mind getting a little
wet. Embrace that Mississippi red
mud and rock the look.
I would also suggest going to Walmart for some funny (and trashy)
shirts in the men’s section.
And to suit most girls’ obsession
with the XXL look, they are well
stocked in ridiculously large shirts.
I browsed some of these Friday,
but I would suggest going a littler
earlier for the best selection.
The hunting section also offers
some humorous brand name hats.
I mean, if we’re going to do it, we
might as well do it right.

Greek spring parties
Hayseed
Kappa Alpha
March 26

Greek Open
Alpha Tau Omega
TBA

Derby Day
Sigma Chi
April 9

Ivy League
Phi Delta Theta
April 16

Woodstock
Sigma Nu
April 30

CARTOONIST,
continued from page 7

phy. His unique style stood out
and attracted customers.
He began painting figuratives and abstracts but found
his niche painting landscapes.
“I paint landscapes,” Smith
said. “But I never paint from a
photograph. My landscapes are
formed from memory, dreams
and imagination. Painting
from real life is boring.”
Customers seem to agree,
buying Smith’s paintings left
and right.
“Now, his paintings hang in
galleries and private collections
from Japan to Dubai and points
in between,” Brown said.
His popularity allows him to
attend around seven art shows
a year, located anywhere from

California to New York. He
is even discussing plans for a
show in Singapore.
Although he has not kept in
contact with the University, he
has never forgotten it.
When an art show in Memphis came up, he jumped at the
chance.
“I got in touch with the art
department and let them know
what I was doing,” Smith said.
“Everyone likes to hear a success story.”
The show, called “Escape,”
features his contemporary
landscapes.
The exhibit is on Friday,
March 11 from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. at the T Clifton Art Gallery.

Smith encourages students,
especially art majors, to drop
by.
“It is always great to have
that university connection,”
Smith said.
“To see that someone from
your university has accomplished something, it feels
great. I think students like to
see that.”
Smith considers himself
lucky to have a job doing what
he loves.
He said that anyone who can
make a living doing what they
love is fortunate.
“I’ve been very blessed,” said
Smith. “Not many people are
able to reinvent themselves at
age 50, but I did.”

What: Transfer Leadership Organization Spring Meeting
Who: Any and all transfer students are encouraged to attend
Where: Union 405
When: March 9th at 5 p.m.
Come and meet fellow transfer students and learn about
all of the great opportunities Ole Miss has to offer!
Refreshments will be served!

CLASSIFIEDS
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To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The deadline to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday through Friday year-round,
when school is in session.

Classified ads must be
prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run
Additional Features
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per
word

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to
refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503

Homes for Sale
3bed/2ba House FSBO 507 Bowie
Drive. 1645 sqft $149,900. Split/ open
design w/ fenced backyard. Call Ryan
(662)801-3241

Condo for Sale
Jackson Square Condo 2 bedrooms, 1.5 baths. Less than 1 mile from
Square. New carpet and paint. Priced to
sell! (601)466-6601
Condo for sale 3 br. 2.5 ba. 123
Soleil upgrades/decorated; patio/porch;
appliances included; (662)801-0529

Apartment for Rent
Tired of Roommates? 1BR w/ office. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)2341550. www.pinegroveoxford.com
Oak Grove Apartments 2bdr
QUIET COMPLEX. Fully appliances.
Incld full sized w/ d, gas grills, fireplace
(wood incld), (CABLE & HS internet
incld). Pets welcome. 662-236-4749
www.oakgroveoxfordms.com
1 & 2 BR Apartments- On Orange
Bus Route!! Unfurnished Starting at
$545 or We Will
Make Moving Easy and Furnish Your
Apartment for $50/ mo (2BR) or $25/
mo (1BR)! Free
Golf and other Amenities! Call The Links
today at 662-513-4949.

House for Rent
TAYLOR MEADOWS 2 Bed/2 Bath
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor
Road. Starting June, July or August.
(662)801-8255 or (662)801-3736
1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA Houses
for Rent. Includes all Full Size Appliances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, Security
System, Internet, Expanded Basic Cable, Water/Sewer, as well as all maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 or 662-8322428.

3bedroom 2bath excellent location,
all appliances, big yard, available now.
newly renovated $1200/ mo (662)8328635
5Bedroom 3bath Renovated, granite, huge deck and fenced yard. great
location. available August $2000/ mo
(662)832-8635

3Bed pet frIENDLY

3B/3ba Willow oaks $1050/ mo inc wtr/
gbg,3B/2ba Shiloh $1000/ mo, Fences, All Have New paint/ trim/ carpet
(843)338-1436 or Oxford Rentals on
Fbook
3 BED/2BATH RIGHT OFF CAMPUS
Washer/ Dryer $1350/ month Located
behind Kiamie Package Store (662)8160083
3 Bedroom Houses @ Stone
Cove. ONLY $725- 2 bths, large bedrooms, outside grilling deck, quiet and
only 2 miles from campus. No Pets.
Now leasing for Aug. (662)234-6481.
1/2 Mile From Campus & Lamar
Park- great 2 bed, 1 bth house, hardwood floors, study, large closets, free
lawn care. No pets, quiet mature graduate students or professionals. $785.
(662)832-8711.
Two-Story Condos- Now leasing
for Aug! Large 3 bdr, 2.5 bath, alarm
system, brand new condition, No Pets.
ONLY $825. (662)234-6481.
Brand New Houses @ Taylor
Cove - large 2 bed, 2 bth, walk-in
closets, security system, no pets. Construction has started- only 9 homes being built. Reserve yours today for Aug.
ONLY 1 MILE FROM CAMPUS! $785.
(662)832-8711.

Condo for Rent
CONDO FOR RENT 2 BD 1.5BA BEST
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED,
walk to campus. $700/ month plus deposit Call 662-816-3955
3BED/3BATH HIGH PT $1260MO/
HARDWOOD
FLOORS/STAINLESS
APPL/WALKIN CLOSETS/ GATED/
POOL MATT@KESSINGER (662)8015170
2BR/2BA fully furnished condos,
all utilities included, available for fall
semester. 850-582-6907 or oxfordcondos@aol.com.
Aspen Ridge- 2BD/2.5BA Unfurnished. $1200. June 1st. 3BD/3.5BA
unfurnished. $1500. June 1st. Agents
welcome. (662)801-2358.
2BD/2BA Townhome- Walk to campus/town. Updated kitchen, counter
tops. Laundry in unit. $850/month.
Available June 1st. (773)814-1621 or
(847)477-1588.
3br/3ba condo for rent Available June 1st. $1200/ month w/$1200
deposit. All appliances included.
(662)801-5551

Weekend Rental
Graduation Week/End- 3BR/2BA
house near campus. Minimum of two
nights ($475.00 total). Four nights
($650.00). 662-234-7507.
Condo for rent for double decker
or graduation weekend, sleeps 6, close
to campus and square, $1000
cgrant@olemiss.edu (662)202-7937
not just football rentals
Weekends and more! Event weekend
availability/ pricing online. Check with
Kay for other dates. www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

Miscellaneous
PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Pregnancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Information on Abortion Effects, Parenting,
and Adoption. All services are free and
confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.
com. www.facebook.com/ pregnancytestcenter (662)234-4414

Business
PC/MAC Repair

Free Estimates and Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Oxford.
Oxford PC Support
oxfordpcsupport@gmail.com
call
(662)299-7681

Full-time
Maintenance Technician Upscale
student apt community near Ole Miss
has opening for full-time maintenance
tech. Candidate must have plumbing,
carpentry, electrical; plus have pool
and HVAC certifications. Requires good
customer skills and positive interaction
with residents. 1+ yrs exp required.
Competitive wage and benefits. Send
resume and salary history to: mgroxford@edrtrust.com or fax to 662-5134979 or mail to Campus Creek / Attn:
Community Manager / 101 Creekmore
Blvd / Oxford 38655. EOE M/ F/ D/ V
Drug-Free Workplace.

Part-time
BARTENDING $300/DAY POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Training Available. Call 1-800-965-6520
EXT155
Country Club of Oxford Is
seeking a part time beverage cart driver. Afternoons and weekends a must.
Apply in person 3888 Majestic Oaks
Drive (662)234-2866

Roommate
Roommate Needed I am looking
for a quiet, mature, female roommate
for Fall 2011. Non-smoker, must like
animals. Rent is very affordable. Call or
text me at (423)303-6770

Motorcycles
2007 kwashaki ninja for sale
Summer is nigh... Ride the warm sun
with a 250cc,1400mi, Kwashaki ninja.
(769)233-6359
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Ecumenical
Ash Wednesday Service
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March 9, 2011
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at the Paris-Yates Chapel
Sponsored By: Catholic Campus Ministry,
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Student Union Lobby
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Vlaar mature beyond her years
BY JOHN HOLT
The Daily Mississippian

Taking the SAT, going to senior prom and getting a driver’s
license are usually among the
most important things on the
minds of most 16 and 17-yearold teenagers in the U.S.
But for Vivian Vlaar, a freshman on the Ole Miss women’s
tennis team, her goal was just to
get to the United States.
Vlaar, a Kinrooi, Belgium native, arrived in Oxford last August without any idea what to
expect.
Not only was it her first visit
to Oxford, it was her first visit
to the United States.
“I didn’t really know that
everyone was at least 18 and
would be older than me,” Vlaar
said. “I didn’t really think about
that. But when I think that I’m
going to graduate at the age of
20, it’s kind of creepy.”
Now 17, Vlaar, who finished
high school two years early in
Belgium, said she got irritated
when people constantly questioned her age last fall.
But when it came to her teammates, they all accepted her immediately and never bothered
her about her age.
“She’s learned so much since
being here,” said Laura van de
Stroet, a senior teammate. “Just
with responsibilities and taking
care of stuff, I think she’s doing
great for her age. I don’t think I
could have done any better.”
Ole Miss women’s tennis
coach Mark Beyers initially discovered Vlaar when he was recruiting her older sister, Yvette.
But when Yvette decided to attend LSU, Beyers began to ask
Vivian. Beyers said that despite
Vlaar’s age, he hasn’t worried
about her ability to compete at
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sports briefs
BASEBALL RAINED OUT

the collegiate level.
“I knew she could play tennis,” Beyers said. “But it was
the maturity level. There is a
big difference between someone
who is 16 and someone who is
20.
“My main concern was more
her ability to handle the college courses and just hanging
around kids that are a couple
years older.”
While growing up in Belgium,
Vlaar — whose friends call her
Vief — began playing tennis at
the early age of 3. Both her parents taught her the sport, but
her dad, Elbert Vlaar, was her
main coach through her childhood. Vlaar said the best advice
she has ever received came from
her dad when he told her the
words “I can’t” do not exist.
“I never played other sports,”
Vlaar said. “I danced hip-hop
when I was young, but I really
hated playing tennis until I was
12.”
As she matured, Vlaar’s dedication and interest toward the
sport grew as she began to practice the game that she has come
to love five hours a day.
When she turned 13, Vlaar
began to travel and participate in tournaments across the
world.
“Tennis is something that belongs with me now,” Vlaar said.
“There are some days I’ll be at
practice, and I’m so tired that
I want a day off. When I have
two days off I’m like, ‘Where’s
my racquet?’”
Off the court, Vlaar enjoys
shopping, going to the movies
and listening to music.
Her favorite store is Ralph
Lauren. She lists Akon and NeYo as two of her favorite artists.
“(Vivian) has her crazy moments but she’s so entertain-

Tuesday night’s baseball game
between Ole Miss (10-3) and
Western Kentucky (6-5) has
been canceled due to inclement
weather in the Oxford area.
The two teams will play the second game of the midweek series
as scheduled tonight at 6:30 p.m.
at Oxford-University Stadium/
Swayze Field.
Tuesday’s game will be made up
at a future date against an opponent to be determined.
Fans are asked to retain their
tickets for the game scheduled
for March 8 (Game 11) to use
for entry into the make-up game
later in the season.

WARREN, BUCKNER
HONORED
Ole Miss senior guard Chris Warren was named to the All-Southeastern Conference First Team on
Tuesday, and sophomore forward
Reginald Buckner was named to
the SEC’s All-Defensive Team.

CONTRIBUTED | The Daily Mississippian

16-year-old freshman women’s tennis player Vivan Vlaar arrived in Oxford from
Belgium last August. She began traveling around the world to participate in tennis tournaments at the age of 13.

ing,” Van de Stroet said. “She
has her moments when she acts
17, but it’s normal, I guess. But
then sometimes you talk to her
and you don’t even realize she’s
17.”
On the court, Vlaar has been
a valuable addition to the defending Southeastern Conference West Champions.
Playing No. 6 in the Rebels’
singles lineup, she’s currently

undefeated (9-0) and has helped
lead her team to a 6-3 start and
1-1 record in conference play.
Beyers said he hasn’t been
surprised about Vlaar’s stellar
beginning to her collegiate career.
“I think she’s definitely one of
the better No. 6 players in the
country,” Beyers said. “We’ll
see what happens the rest of the
season.”

Warren is the first Ole Miss player
to receiver first team honors since
Justin Reed in 2004. Buckner ranks
second in the SEC and ninth in
the country with 3.1 blocks per
game.

SOFTBALL TO HOST
BENEFIT FOR
LE BONHEUR HOSPITAL
The Ole Miss women’s softball
team will host “Kids Take Over the
Ballpark Day” on April 23 at 1 p.m.
to support Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital in Memphis. Children are
encouraged to sign up for a variety
of jobs at the ballpark and to bring
donations for the children of Le
Bonheur aged infant to adolescent.

SPORTS
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Students pack right field to support Diamond Rebs

ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss students sit in right field during a recent game at Swayze Field. Among the activities the students participate in are setting up tents, grilling and harrassing the opponents’ right fielder.

BY DAVID COLLIER
The Daily Mississippian

Winter has passed, and spring is
finally here. For the rabid faithful
that support Ole Miss baseball,
that means a return to Swayze
Field at Oxford-University Stadium.

And for students, the place to
be is in right field, where thousands watch the Rebels play baseball from late February to early
June.
Students have already been out
in full force despite less-thanstellar weather, and were part
of a weekend crowd of 24,775
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that came to see Ole Miss sweep
Wright State. As the season progresses, and the Diamond Rebels
enter Southeastern Conference
play, the crowds are expected to
grow.
Over the past 10 years, Ole Miss
baseball has become a must-see
event, and winning has certainly
helped. The Rebels have participated in eight straight NCAA
Regionals — hosting five — and
have appeared in four NCAA Super Regionals — hosting three.
When at home, students set up

tents a la The Grove and bring
coolers, grills and even couches to
watch the Rebels play — a unique
spectacle that brings students out
rain or shine.
Senior marketing major Bo
Rainey said he loves supporting
Ole Miss from right field.
“It’s really fun,” Rainey said.
“Not enough kids come out here,
and more need to. It’s awesome.”
Because of the number of students that choose to sit in the
spot, Ole Miss added space in
right field prior to the 2007 sea-

son to accommodate a greater
number of students.
Senior marketing major George
Parrish said he has a lot of fun at
baseball games at Swayze Field.
“When you get thousands of
kids packed out here, it’s a lot of
fun. It’s a big party,” Parrish said.
“You come out here on Thursday
and put your stuff out. It’s like
being in The Grove if you can
watch the football game from
The Grove, but it’s baseball.”
Fans from around the Southeastern Conference consider
Oxford-University to be one of
the toughest stadiums to play in.
That can mostly be credited to
the students, who make it their
goal to get into the minds of the
right fielder as they constantly
yell at him throughout the game.
The support of the students has
not gone unnoticed by the Rebel
baseball team. Ole Miss coach
Mike Bianco said he is extremely
thankful for the students’ support.
“It’s a definite home field advantage and something a lot of our
counterparts in the Southeastern
Conference talk about,” Bianco
said. “It doesn’t matter if it’s rainy
or cold. They are here, and it
makes a huge difference. I’m so
proud that we call this home, and
you’ve got all those students out
there cheering for you.”

